see it in his eyes and swollen neck. Here, I thought, is the
secret of the new turn in Greek politics, that twilight period in
a man's mind before darkness enshrouds him.

Kondylis had organized the plebiscite for the King's return.
The plebiscite ran true to contemporary form and the result
was almost 100 per cent for the King. As La Rochefoucauld said,
that which is exaggerated is not true, and this result was an
exaggeration of the state of Greek feeling. But by the time the
King actually returned, helped by encouraging messages from
his father's and bis own old enemy Venizelos in Paris, he was
really popular.

The King's first act was politely to dismiss the incalculable
Kondylis, and to guarantee absolute equality and justice to all
Greeks. Then death stepped in and within a few weeks cleared
the board of all his main problems. Kondylis, Venizelos, his
first Prime Minister Demerdjis, the leader of the Popular Party
Tsaldaris, all died within a few weeks.

King George was left with a clear board and, within a few
months of his restoration, was able to appoint as Prime Minister
General Metaxas, who had led the unsuccessful anti-Revolu-
tionary Committee revolt during his first kingship.

A few months later a bewildered Greece learned that it had
been saved overnight from an impending Communist revolu-
tion by the suspension of the Constitution, the abolition of
parties and parliament, and so on. This happened on August
4th, and the nation was only just saved, because 'bloodshed
would have started throughout Greece on August 5th', if the
Government hadn't acted. Greece had been rescued in the
nick of time by Metaxas, as Germany by Hitler and Goring
after the Reichstag fire, as Austria by Dollfuss and Starhemberg
and Fey. Greece became another blank on the political map of
Europe.

General Metaxas, a short, plump and bespectacled man, is
an interesting figure. He never had more than five -or six
supporters in Parliament, so that he could have risen to power
by no other means than the King's collaboration in the
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